
 
JOINT LETTER FROM WOOD BUFFALO NATIONAL PARK 

INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES 
 

March 15, 2018 

By email (Catherine.McKenna@parl.gc.ca) 
 
Dear Honourable Minister McKenna: 

Re: Canada’s UNESCO progress report for Wood Buffalo National Park 

As Indigenous peoples whose ways of life and Indigenous rights are deeply connected to the 
lands and waters of Wood Buffalo National Park, we write to jointly provide comments on the 
recent report describing Canada’s progress implementing WHC Decision 41 COM 7B.2. 

Almost a year ago, you greeted the report of the reactive monitoring mission to Wood Buffalo 
National Park by saying that the findings and recommendations in the report represent a call to 
action. One year later, it appears to us that the same paternalistic approaches and coordination 
and resourcing deficiencies that put Wood Buffalo National Park at grave risk are eroding the 
prospect of Canada delivering the major response that the Park requires. 

Concern #1: Federal officials have confirmed that, contrary to what is said in the 
progress report, Canada does not have an Indigenous engagement process for the 
Action Plan and real engagement has not begun. Delaying and limiting Indigenous 
participation is inconsistent with the renewed relationship Indigenous communities expect from 
the Government of Canada. Canada’s lack of engagement is unfortunate, avoidable, and an 
infringement to Aboriginal and Treaty Rights. 

Concern #2: The lack of demonstrable progress on the Action Plan falls short of what is 
required to secure the future of Wood Buffalo National Park. Developing a major and 
adequately funded Action Plan is a task that our communities and the WHC expect Canada to 
embrace with the leadership, the commitment and the resources necessary to protect this 
important area for generations to come. The recent irreversible decision to continue with Site C 
without assessing impacts on the Delta is another affront to the process. 

In light of this, we jointly call on Canada to immediately increase its efforts on the Action Plan, in 
collaboration with Indigenous groups, and call on you to take direct leadership of this process.  
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