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FORT CHIPEWYAN. Mikisew Cree First Nation is responding to today’s tabling of the Wood Buffalo 

National Park Action Plan in the House of Commons by repeating its call for Canada to confirm new 

investments and agreements to save Canada’s largest national park.  

“Tabling the Action Plan in the House is good symbolic event,” said Melody Lepine, Executive 

Director of the Mikisew Government and Industry Relations Office. “But we had hoped to see it 

supported by new investments in the Action Plan so Canadians can be better assured that Wood 

Buffalo National Park is on a path to recovery.” 

To have a world class Action Plan, Mikisew is urging the federal government to   

• address the inadequate investments in the Action Plan 

• establish and fund a new research hub in the Peace Athabasca Delta  

• demonstrate strong leadership for managing Canada’s freshwater resources that are the 

lifeblood of the Peace Athabasca Delta through a new agreement under the Water Act; and 

• develop a robust implementation plan in partnership with leading scientists and indigenous 

groups 

“None of this should be difficult given the seriousness of the problem and Canada’s track record of 

making investments in the environment and park infrastructure that dwarf what Canada has 

invested in the Action Plan” continued Ms. Lepine. “We don’t understand why a road through the 

Park and upgrades to Jasper National Park infrastructure all had more funding than the current 

investment in actions for Canada’s most at risk World Heritage site. We continue to regularly reach 

out to Canada to work with us like true partners because our commitment to a bold path forward 

for Wood Buffalo National Park is unwavering.” 

Canada made an initial 5 year investment of $27.5 million when it announced it would be 

developing an action plan for Wood Buffalo National Park. Federal representatives have 

acknowledged this amount is inadequate to fully implement the Action Plan and save the Peace 

Athabasca Delta.  

The Action Plan will be reviewed by the World Heritage Committee at the 43rd session in Baku, 

Azerbaijan, this summer. 
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